Orchestra 2021-2022 Audition Information


The Orchestra Department at DSA requires all students to complete the following steps in order to be considered for acceptance into the program. 


STEP ONE: 

The online application will open on November 2, 2020 by 1:00 pm and close at 9:00 am on January 1, 2021. At any point during this online audition application window, you must apply online. We will not take any late applicants after 9:00 am, January 1, 2021. For this online application – all you are doing is filling out basic information on your child: name, grade, address, parent name, etc. If you have a current DPS student, it will ask for their 6-digit ID. No other preparation/materials are needed to fill out this online application. Please make sure you work through the entire audition application. You will create an account first. That is not the audition application. As soon as you create an account, you will proceed to the next step by adding your child’s name, grade, major, etc. Only completed audition applications will be considered for auditions. You should receive an automated email confirmation that you applied. This email will contain your student’s name, grade and major. 
This is your confirmation that you applied. If you have any technology issues, please call the school (720-424-1700) and we will work you through the process. You are welcome to call the school to make sure your application was received online. 

Students may apply and audition for one major only. 

Please note: Incoming 7th graders will audition for the wait list only. Traditionally, the 7th grade is the hardest grade to get into at DSA. Why is that? Our 6th and 7th grade teams are the same size. Unless a current 6th grader decides to leave the school, there is no room for an auditioning 7th grader. 

STEP TWO: 

Orchestra Information Night: A parent or an adult designee for the applicant must be in attendance at the Google Meets pre-audition meeting in order to move ahead in the audition process. The Google Meets meeting link is https://meet.google.com/vwe-ebnh-tzh. An adult other than a parent is allowed to stand in the place of the parent in case of emergencies/vacations/work/etc. However, someone must be at this meeting to represent the 
student and fill out the Google Form at the end to indicate your attendance. The student applicant DOES NOT have to attend the meeting but is highly encouraged to do so. 
Our Orchestra pre audition Google Meets meeting will be at 6:00 pm on Thursday, January 7th , 2021.  The link for this meeting will be placed on our Orchestra Department Homepage (https://meet.google.com/vwe-ebnh-tzh) the morning of January 7th. 
The purpose of the meeting is to provide information on the audition process, allow time for 
answering parent and student questions, and provide details about the pre-recorded audition that is due on February 1, 2021.  More details on this in Step Four below. 

STEP THREE: 

The District School-of-Choice Form 
If you are a current DPS family and have a Parent Portal account, you will use this login to apply 
for School Choice online from January 15, 2021 – February 18, 2021. To create a Parent Portal 
account, go to https://myportal.dpsk12.org/ and click Create an Account, or if necessary, you can retrieve/reset your password so you are ready to participate in Choice. It does not matter when during the Choice window you apply, so long as it is submitted by February 18, 2021. The exact time Choice closes on Feb 18th is determined/communicated by the DPS Choice Office. 
If you are an out-of-district family, you will need to either request a Parent Portal account by 
Pre-enrolling with DSA and once you have a Student ID (lunch number), provided by DSA, you 
can create a Parent Portal Account. Be sure to do this well in advance of the closure of 
SchoolChoice, February 18, 2021. Alternatively, you can simply go to 
http://schoolchoice.dpsk12.org/ and create an account. Be sure you get confirmation of your 
application which is in the form of an email and/or text, whichever you select. 
The DPS SchoolChoice form will ask you to rank your top 12 preferred schools within DPS, 
including charter schools and magnet programs such as DSA. (You do not have to list all twelve 
schools, and if you are out-of-district and only interested in DSA, then just list the one.) The DPS 
SchoolChoice online form must be submitted no later than February 18, 2021.For more information about the new School Choice system, please visit 
http://schoolchoice.dpsk12.org/ . Their phone number is 720-423-3493 or you can email them 
with questions at schoolchoice@dpsk12.org 

STEP FOUR: 


The Audition

Stringed Instruments eligible to audition at DSA
Violin
Viola
Cello
Bass (Acoustic)
Harp

Middle School - A live performance consisting of one major scale and one melodic minor scale (two octaves for MS 0-3 sharps or flats) plus a two octave G chromatic scale.  Three octave scales are optional.  A solo of your choice that demonstrates lyric and technical abilities (or two contrasting solos). 
The audition format will be a pre-recorded video of the above material that shows the applicant clearly.  You may record as many times as needed to get a good product.  However, editing the video in any way is not permitted. For example, each item of the required music must be presented as a “complete take”.  All the playing on the video must of course, be by the applicant. Once you have made the YouTube video please submit the link to that video on our audition form. 

High School - A live performance consisting of one major scale and one melodic minor scale (three octaves 4-7 sharps or flats) plus a three octave G chromatic scale.  A solo of your choice that demonstrates lyric and technical abilities (or two contrasting solos).  
The audition format will be a pre-recorded video of the above material that shows the applicant clearly.  You may record as many times as needed to get a good product.  However, editing the video in any way is not permitted.  For example, each item of the required music must be presented as a “complete take”.  All the playing on the video must of course, be by the applicant.  Once you have made the YouTube video please submit the link to that video on our audition form.  

Audition files are due on February 6, 2021 via the Google Form found on the DSAO Audition page and Home page. 

Characteristics of the successful DSAO student:
1. Has already demonstrated a passion for Music
2. Self-directed
3. Resilient
4. Hard working
A letter of recommendation is always welcome but is not required. 


The Notification Process 

Tuesday, February 9, 2021. All students who audition will be notified by email on February 9, 2021 as to the outcome of their audition (either qualified to attend DSA or not qualified to attend DSA). If you are accepted via the audition process (qualified) and you aren’t accepted anywhere more preferred through the Choice process, you will be in at DSA! If you are NOT accepted at DSA, then the SchoolChoice process will move on to your other choices. 
If your child receives confirmation that he/she has qualified for DSA, this does not mean that he/she also has an enrollment “offer”. Students will be assigned to DSA based on their qualification status plus the results of SchoolChoice. If DSA is your top choice, put it as your top choice. Then, if you qualify, it will be a match! 
All students will be notified of their 2021/2022 school assignment through the online system (email and/or text) in late March 2021. This will come from the DPS Office of Choice and Enrollment Services. The only students who will be considered for enrollment at DSA will be those who successfully qualify via the DSA audition process AND have not received something more preferred via SchoolChoice. If you do not select DSA as your 1st preference school, please know that it is possible that your child may get their 
MORE preferred choice and not be assigned to DSA.

